Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council
is consulting on how often residents should vote for
our councillors.
This consultation will close on 31 August so give us your
views before then. You can do this online by completing the
questions at
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online_showform.asp

The council currently has 60 councillors who represent 24 wards across
the borough.
Each ward is represented by either two or three councillors and each
councillor is elected for a four-year term of office.
Under the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007,
the borough council has the power to change its electoral arrangements to
“whole council elections” which would mean that all seats on the council
would be elected at the same time once every four years.
If approved, the earliest date to hold whole council elections would be
May 2015 with the following elections in May 2019.

Moving to all out elections could provide the following benefits:●
●
●
●
●
●

●

Greater political stability and ability to take a longer term view of policy
implementation and decision making.
Financial savings.
More effective political management without the need for an annual
election campaign.
Improved corporate and strategic planning over a four year period.
Greater likelihood of contested elections and reduced likelihood of
voter fatigue.
Less confusion resulting from combinations of elections for different
organisations e.g. Parliamentary; European Parliament; county council
and borough council.
Potentially higher electoral turnout due to the more decisive nature of
all out elections.

Advantages of the current system of electing by thirds include:●
●
●
●
●
●
●

More opportunity for electors to vote and participate in local democracy.
Greater consistency of councillors by reducing the potential for large
scale change at the same time.
A potentially greater mix of new and experienced councillors.
Fewer candidates required for nominations, thereby reducing the
chance of non-contested seats.
Political make-up of the council is potentially more reflective of the
changing views of the electorate.
More opportunities for people to stand for election.
Greater accountability as councillors are required to engage and
defend decisions on a more regular basis.

We're interested in your views on whether we should change to
“whole council elections” every four years starting in May 2015 or
retain the existing system of ”elections by thirds”.
A special meeting of the Full Council will be held in October 2014 to
consider the issue further and the results of the consultation exercise.
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