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March past of the 0ld Parish Council

The Parish Meet

There was no doubt that Spring was in the air on the 9th April. Not only were the
tulips and daffs thrusting forth but so were Keele parishioners as they came to
while away an hour or so at the Village Hall. Not just to view the flowery
ensemble sported by the Keele Parish Council Chairman, nor his peach shirt and
handkerchief ensuite, but it was, of course, the Annual Parish Meeting, where the
Parish Council - those masochistic stalwarts - account for their past year.
Indeed, this year they were accounting for the past four years since for several
this will be their last parish meeting - elections for a new Council (in a manner
of speaking only) will take place in May. And what had Robin’s band of merry men
and women been up to over the year? Read on patient reader as they have not sat
idly by and watched the grass and hedges grow - well, they have, but they did
attempt to do something about it - like lobbying farmers and the Borough Council
to cut the green stuff and to cut it properly! Not as easy a task as it may seenm.
The by-pass around the village is now a certainty and will begin within the next 9
weeks and take about 18 months to complete. Those of us seeking retirement will
do so in the knowledge that at least the 8 years of fighting for it has finally

borne fruit and at least, a decent road. Please continue to report all accidents
to Dr Naylon.



The Village Hall has been extended to
include proper lavatory and kitchen
facilities and has been partially re-
roofed.

New noticeboards have appeared,
especially in those parts where notices
have not reached before.

An emergency vehicle turning place in
Highway Lane has been completed and the
drains - too much with us - have been
investigated exhaustively.

The War Memorial - feeling its age -
aren’t we all - is about to be
repaired.

A list of listed buildings has been
updated for the Parish to protect and
register its nicer buildings - and
there aren’t that many.

Tree planting is underway with a
possible scheme being undertaken for
the whole Parish.

The Parish Council gave £1000 to Keele
Charities to enable a more equitable
and extended distribution throughout
the Parish. It also gave £400 towards
the publication of a booklet on the
History of St John’s Church, Keele.

The Parish Council met this year with
members of the University re. the
University development plan and since
the news about the by-pass filtered
around the ‘developing fraternity’, the
Parish Council has, it hopes,
successfully defended as Green Belt
land, those areas where developers and
landowners wished to build numerous
houses.

The meeting was addressed by officers
of the Borough Council who spoke about
the ‘green plan’ for Keele and the
replanting scheme and especially about
tree preservation orders (TPOs).

And, as by this time we were all
totally mesmerised by the Chairman’s
floral tribute, the meeting closed.

"And now, before the meeting
begins, I feel I must call my tie

to order."

Parish Council News...

The By-pass

The contract for this has been awarded
to Wrekin Construction and work will
begin soon. The Parish Council has
asked for early notification of any
roads that will/may be closed to
facilitate construction. It is
understood that roads may be closed at
weekends only, although traffic lights
and hold ups will be expected.

A New(er) Council Emerges

The Newcastle Parish Councils
Association has re-emerged. It has
become necessary for Parish Councils to
‘get together’ to discuss matters of
mutual interest and for lobbying
purposes in those areas where they are
not being listened to by the upper
echelons of local Government. The new
Chairman is Mr Ashbolt of Betley Parish
Council. One of the first matters that
they could discuss is the intended
widening of the M6. A secretary will
be elected in May after the local
elections have taken place. We wish
this new Association well and a longer
and more fruitful life than the last
association of Parish Councils.

As do old footpaths

Believe it or not there are footpaths
in Keele Parish that would need a band
of archaeologists to dig and rediscover
- so covered are they with undergrowth



and debris of past decades of hedge and
grass cuttings, leaf fall and general
neglect by the powers that be. So
narrow have they become that on a walk
around the parish, our beloved Chairman
was unable to walk side by side (let
alone hand in hand) with his fellow
Parish Councillor! On this occasion
one would refrain from suggesting a new
dietary plan for these two, as clearly
this would not solve the problem
completely. The footpaths have indeed
become narrower over the years as our
Chairman has become wider. Clearly,
action needs to be taken by the local
farmers whose responsibility it is to
clean away cuttings and other debris
and by the Borough Council who, we
believe, has a statutory duty to
maintain footpaths - at least to the
state where people can walk on them
safely. This can’t always be done in
the Parish of Keele!

Draining our energies

"By Neptune! See what I’ve found
blocking them there drains!"

Regular readers of the KPN will be
forgiven for assuming that the Parish
Council has an obsession with drains -
it has! Once more the Borough Council
has been called out to look at them -
and not a pretty sight to see, are
they. There are several blockages
which result in overflowing drains when
it rains. The matter is exacerbated by
natural springs which also erupt in wet

weather. It is hoped that, when the
by-pass is being built, any broken
drains will be discovered which could
solve the drainage ills of Keele once
and for all - but don’t hold your
breath!

Notice the Board

The post master has suggested that a
noticeboard be erected outside the Post
Office where it is likely to be
noticed. The Parish Council welcomed
the suggestion in principle and decided
that this would be a matter for the new
Parish Council to consider.

Posting box

"I have all this to post and
nowhere to put it!"

Are postboxes getting thinner or
letters getting fatter? This question
was of burning interest to the Parish
Council this month when a complaint was
received that letters are flowing out
of the post box! Clearly Keele Post
Box has regurgitation problems and it
was suggested that a larger and more
rotund box be installed forthwith, with
a back-up from an extra box, possibly
to be situated somewhere ‘near the
Hawthorns’. It was noted that the
delivery of mail to some parts of the
Parish was getting later and later.
Gone are the days when you could set
your watch, or your ‘teasmade’, to the
sound of letters splatting onto the
hall floor, it seems.






