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University Expansion

At the meeting in February the Parish Council was informed that Newcastle Borough Council
had refused permission for the development of student maisonettes, proposed by the
University as part of its expansion plan on the Paddock along Keele Drive. After a site
visit the Borough Council had voted against the development on the grounds that 'the
development, if permitted, would result in an increase in traffic to the estate road and
Keele village that would constitute a danger to road users and the proposal would be
injurious to the visual amenities of the area by the introduction of an incongruous and
visually intrusive feature'. At the site meeting it had been pointed out that there were
alternative sites, there was inadequate provision for parking for residents and visitors &
there was inadequate screening so that the buildings would intrude upon the skyline. The
generation of extra tratfic and the close proximity oi buildings to the ocak trees was also
mentioned. An alternative site was suggested - on the car park behind the Students’
Union. ;



It was generally agreed that the PARISH COUNCIL NEWS .,

buildings were pleasing and of a much

improved design compared with other The Anpual Parish Meeting will be held

architecture apparent (or not) on the at the Village Hall on _Tuesday, 24

¢ mpus. ' April at 7.30 pm. Items for the agenda
are now invited. Please send them as

At its meeting in March, the Parish soon as possible to the Parish Clerk or

Council were informed that the Chairman of the Parish Council.

University were to resubmit plans for The Parish Council will meet on

the same paddock and if necessary the Vednesday 295 April at 7.00 pm in the

University would appeal. The Parish Village Hall.

Council also heard of rumours that, if

necessary, the maisonettes could be sold Qff Street Parking

on the private market. The Parish Inhabitants of Pepper Street are to be
Council felt that such building asked if they wish to have off-street
'‘enterprise' should not be encouraged in parking for their cars. Any comments or
what is, 'the green belt' of Keele. suggestions on the matter should be sent
to the Parish Clerk as soon as paossible,
Once again it was suggested that the please. :

Parish Council should liaise with the
University authorities regarding its
planning policy for the University's
expansion. Some members felt that the
University should be treated in the same
way as any other planning applicant or
that the University should approach the
Parish Council for advice on planning
first. It was pointed out however, that
the University is, unlike any other
parishioner a multi-planning applicant
and it would therefore be of benefit to
the Parish and the University if the
University were to liaise with the
Parish Council on campus building in the
future. This would avoid acrimony in
the parish, it would avoid the seemingly
pointless expenditure on appeals and it
would help the rather poor and at times
strained communication between parish
and university. To this end the Parish
Council, after heated debate, resolved

to write to the University requesting "Cor blimey, after that bit of aggro,
that the Vice-Chancellor or a . couldn't move another muscle."
representative meet with the Parish :

-Council to discuss the University's.. ceisewsion S iiied 5o b i e i ot dukih o S5 Wi

planning policy for future expansion.

The Parish Council approved the

refurbishment of the Sports Centre It was drawn to the attention of the

reception area; the Lindsay Hall Parish Council that some owners of dogs

Refectory with the proviso that there are not controlling them properly. Some

would be sufficient entrances and exits. dogs in the parish are being left
untethered in gardens to act as guard

It did not however approve of the dogs for the premises. Passers-by are

illuminated sign outside the Sports being intimidated by the dogs'

Centre which it considered to be behaviour. The Parish Council would

inappropriate for a rural area. like to hear from any parishioner who

has been intimidated by parish dogs.




Listed Buildings

A list of 'listed buildings' was sent to
the Parish Council by the Borough
Council, on request. The Parish Council
was singularly unimpressed with the
list. It was pointed out that the list
was out-of-date and that many buildings
of historical or architectural interest
were not on the list. The Parish
Council is to compile a list of its own
in due course via a sub-committee
comprising John Naylon, Angela Drakakis-
Smith and Chris Harrison. The sub-
committee is to report to the Parish
Council at its next meeting.

Iree Planting

The Parish Council is to ask Dr. Goodway
and Mrs. Naylon to look at the rest of
the Parish with a view to tree planting.
The Parish Council would welcome ideas
and the views of the parish community on
this issue. As Keele Parish is a rural
community, ‘rural' trees are needed to
complement the environment, it was
suggested.

Cilvic Trust Awards

The Civic Trust are inviting nominations
for buildings, conservation schemes or
projects which enhance the environment
which have been completed in the last
year 1989/90. Although it was thought
that the Conference Centre would be a
worthy project for nomination, the
Parish Council decided not to nominate
it - given their opposition to it last
year.

Satellite Dishes

Planning permission is not needed for
satellite dishes being erected in a
conservation area - provided they are
not placed above roof height and certain
measurement requirements are met.

Tenders had been invited from builders
for the turning space in Highway Lane.
The Parish Council agreed that the
tender from the Borough Council was the
cheapest and most professionally
presented. The work is to commence as
soon as possible and Mr. Harry Jones was
elected to be the Parish Council
'inspector' for the project.

dedges

Following a request to the Borough
Council, the majority of hedges
overgrowing the footpath along the A525

-

had been cut. Owners of overgrown

hedges on private land are to be asked
to do the same.

"As we're paying
get our monies'
in there we can

worth.
put on the pavement?"

An extra £5 has been levied on the poll
tax rate for Keele. All complaints to
the Leader of the Borough Council,
please. The Parish Council is to make
representation for elderly parishioners
(& anyone else for that matter) to pay
their poll tax at the local Post Office.

Vaymarking
Mr Keith Morris has almost completed the
waymarking in Keele Parish and most of
the gates have been completed. Mr.
Morris and the Parish Council would like
to thank the farmers concerned who have
been most helpful in assisting him with
the project.

Noticeboard
The saga of the noticeboard is fast

replacing that of the bus shelter on the
Parish Council agenda. A bock is being
taken to see if it will be as long
running! A recess is to be made in the
village hall hedge to accommodate the
noticeboard, which will be erected in
the Village Hall car park.

Mr. Bedson has kindly given permission
for his gatepost to be moved 1-1% ft fo
give better visibility out of Highway
Lane. The work will be undertaken in
due ccurse.

£5 extra we may as well
Any more rubbish
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