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Just when you thought the Parish News contained little except news of the by-pass, here we
are again, on the the front page, no less, talking about the by-pass.

At the last meeting of the Parish Council the results of the Parish Ballot conducted by
the Electoral Reform Society were announced. Of those who voted, 72.4% voted in favour of
the by-pass and 27.6% voted against. The total of voters was 637 voting out of a possible
total of 2,657. Thus 24% of the the electoral roll voted.

Owing to the timing of the ballot - to occur before the Public Inquiry on 21lst November,
many students were disenfranchised e.g. last year's students who had left the University
and this year's first year students who were not yet on the electoral roll.

At the end of the meeting, Mr. Farrington, County Council Engineer (Roads), "called in" to
announce that the embankment would be lowered from around 10ft to 5ft. The remaining
spoil would be spread over the surrounding land to a depth of one metre.

The Borough Council had welcomed the scheme subject to appropriate landscaping and tree-
planting.




Public Inquiry Seepage or bloodless fight in the pit

Those of us addicted to the lengthy ongoing sagas of country folk, were amply rewarded
when the suds came to town this week. Here was a chance to rinse off our spectator status
and lather ourselves with participation (the buzz word in political circles). For this
was a public inquiry and everyone would have their say on the by-pass. And so they did.
Those who attended were stuffed with facts and a few fictions until their heads buzzed.
The hearing was fortunate to have such an amicable Inspector presiding - a cuddly sort of
chap who, with good humour, made sure that no blood was spilled in the pit (Borough
Council Chamber to the layman).

It was three days of maps, chaps, surveys and statistics; of picking, pecking and
strutting which made some theatre productions appear a little colourless in comparison.
There was coffee in the interval and not too many hard feelings at the end.

Both sides did their best to impress their case upon the Inspector, some did so a little
over assiduously, others, more obtusely, but the Inspector sat and smiled as he listened
intently, rolled his eyes at the professionals (so dull, they were when justaposed with
ordinary folk) and encouraged everyone to speak out and up.

At the end both sides agreed that it was better than 'Neighbours' and thank goodness
Christmas was coming as that would be something to look forward to, given that next week
was going to be rather dull without a public inquiry.




PARISH NEWS ..,

"Viell, we didn't win, but we did
have fun."

The comments from the judges this year
were not particularly inspiring. They
say, 'The Best Kept Village publicity
was poor. No children's posters were to
be found. Notice boards were in need of
repair. The Churchyard was excellent as
were the surrounds of the Village Hall.
The Post Office frontage and Sneyd Arms
were clean and tidy as were the
telephone boxes. The Churchyard
frontage and particularly the main road
entrance to the Churchyard was badly
littered, as were the hedge bottoms of
Station Road’.
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Venslie Naylon writes :-

On Friday, February 16th 1990 there will
be a meeting open to all residents of
Keele at which Dr. Keith Goodway of the
University, well-known garden and
landscape expert, will talk about

"Keele Landscapes”
Rev. J. Vhitehead is providing two
videos for the evening - "The Living
Churchyard", made by the Arthur Rank
ecumenical centre, which looks at
conservation in village churchyards, and
the second which is about the Sneyd
family and history of the village.

There will be displays of old
photographs, old maps, momentos of times
passed and work from the children of

St. John's School. The Parish Council's
proposals for tree planting and other
improvements to the village landscape
will also be on view.

Refreshments will be available. The
location will be the newly re-furbished
Vedgwood Suite in the Hawthorns Hall of
Residence.
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Mrs. J. Caves of Burslem was the speaker
at the November meeting when she took
everyone, using slides, on a journey
through the Potteries of times past.
Mrs. Hollins won the 'old photograph of
the Potteries' competition.

UNRECORDED HISTORICAL EMOTIONS.

"Practicing for the Village
Party cabaret."

This was held at The Hawthorns on
Saturday, 25th November when
parishioners were invited to supper with
the Hawthorns students. Afterwards
there was entertainment and dancing, and
a good time was had by all.

Garden Guild

The Annual Coffee Evening and Bring &
Buy was held in October, with stalls,
games and refreshments. The November
meeting was addressed by Mr. K.G. Clarke
who spoke about 'Postage stamps &
Flowers'.






