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"I don’t ask anything original. But, hang it, you might go through
the simple old trick!"

KEELE UNIVERSITY’S TEN YEAR PLAN

The University recently produced a development plan. This included the
development of teaching buildings and accommodation to meet the needs of the
University over the next decade.

Although there are open areas of land where development can take place,
building from scratch is very expensive. Thus the planners have, in some
instances, suggested developing existing buildings, e.g., building extra storeys
on those existing buildings with flat roofs, and creating taller buildings for
student accommodation - the University wishes to double its intake by the end of
the decade.

All universities, recently, have heard that the University Funding Council
had refused their bids which had been submitted as being the costs of educating
students in particular subjects. The UFC had hoped that the Universities would
undercut each other thereby reducing the cost of educating students.




b

This did not happen, so after a great
deal of time, working hours and money
had been spent on this national
exercise, Universities are back to
square one and the Government is back
to the drawing board to devise another
"spiffing wheeze" to reduce funding for
higher education. The Government has
vet to realise that perhaps there is a
threshold beyond or below which the
Universities cannot go without

a) going bankrupt or

b) short-changing their students
educationally.

Not all students can go to Oxford or
Cambridge where, naturally, owing to
large injections of capital from
government and private sources they
wouldn’t dream of doing either (well,
anyway, that’s the Oxbridge spiel).
Unfortunately, all this has put all
university development plans in
Jjeopardy.
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"Be thankful for small mercies because
you’re getting even less next year."

Meanwhile, back to reality and Keele
University and its ten year plan. The
development allows in the main for on-
campus development. And yet, just

outside it’s walls, a bypass is to be
built which will release much land for
‘development’. The important question
being considered at the moment is ‘what
kind of development?’. The Parish
Council and residents are not
particularly keen to see a rash of
house building. However, it might not
be too indisposed to University
buildings which could, in the future,
be built here. Perhaps it would be
wise for the University to join the
queue of developers for this land and
to bid along with the rest. It would
not be amiss for the County and Borough
Councils to make amends for the
destruction of Madeley College, by
assisting the University, should it
wish to acquire this land for any
future educational use.

PARISH COUNCIL NENS...

Them Drains

"Damned Drains!"

The drains are too much with us late
and soon

Blocking and Silting they bring forth
our wrath.

Little we see of the Borough Council -
We have paid our poll tax. A solid
boon

This sea, that bares her bosom to the
moon,

The winds that will be howling at all
hours

And are up gathered now in tidal waves
about the Parish.

Great God! I’d rather be

A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn.




So might I, standing on this pleasant
lea

Have glimpses of the Parish that would
make me less forlorn,

Have sight of desilters rising from the
sea

Or hear the hoovers on a frosty morn.

From this poem - a first draft -
discovered some time back amongst
neglected papers, it is likely that
Wordsworth had the same problem!
Clearly his Borough Council were also
remiss regarding desilting of drains.
The Parish Council has asked that the
Borough Council carry out regular
desilting of drains at Keele in order
to reduce the tidal waves when it rains
- Strange how the past returns to haunt
Ue, isnit b

That War Memorial
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"Right, lad, these are the new plans
for Keele War Memorial. Jump to it.
I want it safe by sundown."

The War Memorial is now surrounded by
scaffolding, pending repair. It was
found to be swaying in the breeze and
to be a positive danger to life and
limb. The Parish Council are awaiting
estimates before carrying out the work
of stabilising the monument. It is
likely that the height will have to be
reduced by a foot. This will not be a
cheap repair and it is also likely that
the cost will have to be met by poll

tax payers. The Parish Council will
seek alternative funding to reduce the
cost to parishioners as far as
possible.

The Church car park is also about to be
face-lifted. The entrance is to be
reorganised and part of the hedge
replanted. Trees may be planted in the
hedges to enhance the area and the
surface of the car park is to be
improved. The Parochial Church Council
and the Berachah House Trust are to
look into this in the near future. And
this is but a section of the
improvements to the Parish. Councillor
Cairns reliably informed the Parish
Council that the Borough Council is to
survey all the footpaths in Keele (not
before time) and that tree surveys are
also to be carried out. The Parish
Council has already been informed that
some of the Limes in the village and on
the University campus have lived their
lives and are about to expire. It is,
therefore, important that replacement
tree planting takes place so that
unsightly gaps are not left. The
survey will include trees in private
properties. Should felling be
necessary, then Councillor Cairns
seemed to think that if the trees were
a danger to public safety then the
Borough Council "would have a duty to
remove those trees'". The Parish
Council is to consider a replacement
policy for such trees. Free whips are
still available for anyone wishing to
plant trees. Be quick as this offer
closes soon, as they say.

Those Buildings

The Parish Council are to send a list
of buildings that they consider should
be included as Listed Buildings, to the
Department of the Environment and to
the Borough Council.

Which Marl Hole?

The Parish Council was informed that a
company was seeking to offer
compensation for land which contained
marl, in order to extract the marl.
This offer was subject to planning
permission being given for extraction
and that access to the bypass was






