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Life begins at forty ;
Keele University is 40 years old this year and what celebrations! An exhibition entitled

"All Things Keele" opened in the Chancellor's Building Art Gallery on 15th January. The
formal opening took place on 14th January by Mr. Mark Fisher M.P. The Vice Chancellor
welcomed guests and the Mayor, Councillor Matthews told those assembled how important the
University was to the Borough and to the County. Several descendants of the Sneyd family,
senior and junior branches, had been located and invited to the opening and to tea and
cakes afterwards.

The Exhibition traces the history of Keele from the 14th century to the present day via
photographs, documents and water colour and pencil drawings, undertaken by members of the
Sneyd family depicting life above and below stairs. Ceremonial items such as the mace and
Chancellor's robes are also on display together with the University Charter and items from
the University silver collection. An artist's eye view of Keele can also be seen.
Villagers have also loaned material, which inciudes the Visitors' Book for Keele Hall
showing the Prince of VWales, later Edward VII to be a regular guest.

On February 14th there will be an evening seminar given by members of the History
Department. One of the subjects is to be 'the History of Keele Church'.




There was an official launch of Keele's
fundraising campaign in London on
Tuesday 23rd January and a civic dinner
at Keele towards the end of the week.
There will be numerous talks, lectures,
exhibitions and concerts etc. throughout
the year. A programme can be obtained
from the Information Office.

By 1999 Keele hopes to double its
student intake. To this end, a
fundraising campaign for the building of
student halls of residence is to be
undertaken.

During 1989 a general refurbishment of
the Great Hall has occurred. The Great
Hall has now been completed and the
heraldic shields have been restored and
will hang in the Hall. A large-scale
picture of Keele Hall has been
commissioned and is now complete and
this will hang on one side of the fire-
place. A portrait of a former Vice
Chancellor, Professor Campbell Stewart
has also been completed and this will be
unveiled later in the year. A special
Church Service was held on 28th January,
attended by those with any connection
with Keele. It is hoped that as many
people as possible will participate in
the celebrations and "Thanke God for
Alle" - hopefully for what we are about
to receive!

Parish Council News .,

'Now turn around. I want to see if
the turning space works.'

Tenders are to be sought via
advertisement for the making of a

turning space in Highway Lane. Tenders
will be considered in closed Council at
the next Parish Council meeting.

Convoys of coal lorries are still
thundering through the village. Some
lorries are using Vhitmore Road and
Pepper Street too. Lorries are supposed
to run from the Bateswood Site at 2
minute intervals. The Parish Council
has been informed that this is part of
the contract with the colliery. In
order for complaints to be effective,
the colliery needs to know the
registration numbers of the lorries, &
the date, time and place where the
lorries were seen. This information can
be conveyed to the Parish Council or
directly to the colliery.

Shelter from the Elements

For the more observant in the Parish,
the new bus shelter sited on Whitmore
Road, will have been noted. It was
certainly a long time in coming - at
least 10 years, so please use it. The
resident of the Lodge opposite informed
the Parish Council that the row of dry
bottoms on the seats in the shelter are
infinitely preferable to the row of wet
miserable faces seen waiting for the bus
in the past. The shelter erected on the
Station Road footpath, which impedes
pedestrians is to remain, but the hedge
and verge are to be cut back, which
should make more space. In fact, the
verge verging onto the pavement all
along Station Road needs to be cut back,
Borough Council please note!

Round the bend

The County Council are being asked to
extend the double white lines beyond the
brow of Rosemary Hill on the A525 in an
attempt to prevent cars overtaking
dangerously on the brow of the hill on
the way down.

Keele Motel

Planning permission has been given for
the Tack Room of the Sneyd Arms to be
converted into six bedrooms, provided
car parking facilities are made
adequate.

Keele Parish News

It was reported in the last issue that
the Keele Parish News had won a £50
award. At the last meeting the Parish



Council agreed that this should be
placed with the Keele Charities to boost
its small account.

'Can you cut it a bit more please.
otill can't see the noticeboard.'

The noticeboard on Pepper Street/Quarry
Bank should soon be erected. Permission
has been kindly given by Mrs. Burgess
for it to be placed near her land.

Also, planning permission is being
sought from the Borough Council. The
Parish Council noticeboard which is to
be replaced has yet to find a new home.
The Village Hall Committee is to be
asked whether it would be acceptable to
recess the hedge in front of the Village
Hall so that the new noticeboard can be
placed there where people can look at it
in safety.

Sardines?

The University of Keele has applied for
planning permission to erect student
accommodation in the meadows opposite to
Church Plantation staff flats.

The Parish Council was not in favour of
the project on the following grounds:-

) This would increase the ribbon

b)

c)

development towards the village and the
traffic at a point where the Parish
Council have sought to reduce traffic in
the past, hence the bypass.

The proposal seeks to house 350
students. The Parish Council felt that
the building density would be too great
in terms of increased sewerage, traffic
and decreased visible landscape value.
There are several mature oaks and other
species that may not have room to
survive the scheme. To cope with the
increased traffic, the road would have
to be widened on campus which means the
avenue of limes would be destroyed.

The Parish Council believed this meadow
with its view to be one of the more
attractive spots on the University
campus and as such, should be preserved.
The Parish Council also believes that
this area is designated Green Belt land.

'All the students are present & correct
sir and awaiting escort to the campus.'

It was suggested that members of the
Parish Council should meet with members
of the University to discuss alternative
sites for this and future development as
a way of minimising legal costs for
planning appeals.

It was stated that the University had
had a long-term development strategy
which had earmarked Home Farm, and the
area around Observatory Hill for
development, which had been more
acceptable to the Parish Council in the
past.







