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Keele Accident Record 1989
and 1990

The Bypass

The Parish Council was informed recently that money has been, once more, allocated
to the building of a Bypass for Keele. This means that work should commence in
the Spring of 1991 and the scheme will take about 15 months to complete. This
news is published at the same time as the accident record for Keele for the year
1990 is completed. During 1990 fifteen accidents had been reported. Cars and
lorries were involved and injuries to students and parishioners were incurred.
The accidents happen at all times during the day, but mostly at the ‘black spots’
outlined by the Parish Council: the most noticeable being Gateside Corner, the
centre of the Village, Pepper Street and at the Hawthorns. Depressingly, 3-4
accidents have been recorded in one day and speed seems to be a common factor,
‘shunting’ accidents being the most common (where vehicles slowing down or
stationary vehicles have been struck from behind).

In 1989, thirty six accidents were recorded. The total of accidents since the
Accident Record began in 1983 is at least 144 (some accidents not being recorded).

The Record is still being maintained and parishioners are asked to contact Dr
Naylon if they witness any accident within the Parish (Tel.627243).



PARISH COUNCIL NEWS...

", ..and to think this lay hidden under
the flooded drains.

Some desilting has taken place in the
Parish to the extent that, under
Station Road bridge, a pool of 'water
fails to appear when it rains heavily.
Thanks be to the Borough Council!
However, water does course fast and
free from the farmer’s field opposite
the sports fields of Keele down past
the Churchyard. There appear to be no
drainage maps of Keele held by the
Borough Council. It was, therefore,
suggested that, with the help of local
expertise, a map of Keele drains be
made!

Footpaths

It has been reported to the Parish
Council that the footpaths throughout
the Parish are due to be ‘looked at’
(again?) with a view to clearance. The
work has not been started yet owing to
competitive tendering and a reduction
in manpower. However, when the
footpaths have been cleared, we might
discover that they are at least two
feet wider! It was also pointed out
that some of the hedges, which have
grown over the footpath, are the
responsibility of some landowners.
Councillor Cairns admitted that
footpath clearance throughout the
Borough had been neglected in the past.
It was again pointed out that the
footpath from Quarry Bank Road to
Quarry Bank is in a deplorable state.
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It would appear that this
footpath is in need of some care and
attention.

Bus Stops

The damaged bus stop sign in Station
Road - leaning more than the Tower of
Pisa - is about to be repaired.
However, the sign at the Sneyd Arms
which keeled over will not be replaced
as the land, which belongs to the
brewery, on which the sign stands,
cannot be redug. The bus company,
therefore, plans to erect a new sign on
the opposite side of the road.

Parking

A flurry of letters heavier than the
recent snows have been exchanged over

parking in Quarry Bank Road, especially

outside the school. You are advised,
gentle reader, to sit comfortably while
a brief synopsis of the literature is
given: The Headteacher has written to
the Parish Council complaining about
the cars parking outside the school
gate and the speed of traffic. The
Parish Council has contacted the
University to point out that conference
goers should not park their cars
outside the Hawthorns car park and in



"Sorry, not allowed to park in
Quarry Bank Road, anymore - too
dangerous. Shin up to Keele Road."

the road, where parents usually park
their cars. The University wrote to
the conference office passing on the
complaint who in turn replied saying
that conference goers would be better
informed in future as to car parking
spaces in the Hawthorns, and did the
Parish Council know that parents were
using the Hawthorns car park without
permission which meant that there was
no room for conference goers to park
their cars. It was suggested in the
Keele Parish News that the County
Council acquire land to make extra car
parking available. However, the County
Council responded that they had a
policy not to provide car parking for
schools full stop and that this was a
matter for the police who responded
that parking wasn’t really their
problem unless parking took place on
yellow lines, neither did they intend
to provide sleeping policemen on this
road. The Chairman of the Governors of
the School wrote to the Parish Council
to complain that he had first heard
bout this problem in the KPN (yes
folks, keep reading because this is
where you hear it first, occasionally!)
And here we pause to reflect on the
situation. What has this plethora of
paper produced? Well, nothing really -
except lots of waste paper and to
highlight several weakspots in the
system - that schools have to have
sufficient numbers or they may be
closed; that, when school numbers grow,
there is insufficient space for the

traffic the larger numbers generate.
There is insufficient space because the
County Council does not appear to make
provision for the means of getting some
children to school. Because of the
dangerous road system at Keele, few
children walk to school these days and,
because they come by car, there is
insufficient car parking space for
parents. The University is growing
both in student numbers and conference
trade which means that there is no room
in the car park which parents have
used, unofficially, in the past.

Hence, everyone parks on the roadway
because there is no parking place at
the school. Impasse! Unless, of
course, School Governors and parents
opt to purchase, from the local farmer,
a strip of land next to the school to
make some parking space off the
road.....And who would have thought
there was so much mileage in parking?

Planning

Planning permission has been refused
for vehicular access to the Golf
Driving Range. 3
Planning permission has also been
refused to site a ‘portacabin’ at Home
Farm on the grounds that it would be
detrimental to the student population
living at Home Farm.

Permission has been granted for change
of use of Holly Lodge, it is now a
student residence, provided that
parking takes place at the back.

War Memorial

Budget estimates have now been received
for work to be carried out on the War
Memorial. It will cost in the region
of £1000 to repair. The Parish Council
is to ask the Borough Council to assist
with the cost.

Walnut Tree

The WI have offered a walnut tree for
planting somewhere in the Parish. The
Parish Council thanked the WI and are
to consider a suitable place for it.

More Trees

A survey of trees is taking place in
the Borough, as some trees come within
the control of the Borough Council. In







