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"Sire, they do protest about the by-pass"

At its May meeting the Parish Council was sent a County plan for the A525 By-pass, which
showed a vehicular bridge on Quarry Bank Road over the by-pass. The Department of
Transport had informed the County Council that this should be so since Quarry Bank Road
was a bye-way open to all traffic and that existing facilities should be maintained. At
this meeting the Parish Council was in full agreement that the bridge over Quarry Bank
Road should not be vehicular but pedestrian only. To this effect a letter was sent to the
Department of Transport, with copies sent to the local M.P., Staffs County Council,
Newcastle Borough Council, local Councillors and the University Estates Department stating
that the Parish Council objected strongly to the vehicular bridge on the grounds that :-
it would cause danger at Pepper Street and at the A525 junctions adjoining Quarry Bank
Road, where visibility was poor and unsuited to the volume of traffic that would be
generated by the proposal; that the Quarry Bank Road/Pepper Street junction was already
dangerous, particularly for vehicles turning right into Pepper Street. The Quarry Bank
Road/A525 junction was also dangerous and it was this junction black spot that occasioned
the by-pass being built in the first place. Quarry Bank Road itself was narrow, had a
very narrow pavement on one side of the road only, and contained a public house, a school,
student halls of residence, a church and a senior citizens' enclave. The bridge, 1if
vehicular, would encourage traffic along this road, which would be used as a short-cut by
traffic and possibly haulage lorries from the local coal mine in Silverdale.

On the whole, it was felt that this proposal from the Government Department would
completely negate the reasons for the by-pass!



Notices were displayed on the Parish
Council noticeboards outlining the
proposal and showing the Department of
Transport's address to which letters of
objection should be sent.

At the June meeting, it was brought to
the attention of the Parish Council that
an unsigned letter had been circulated
to certain members of the Parish, asking
them to protest against the by-pass.
Several private meetings had also been
held, and local councillors had also
been lobbied to the same end. The
Parish Council felt that given the
lengthy consultation with parishioners
that had taken place over the last six
years regarding the by-pass, it was
perhaps rather late in the day to begin
protesting.

PARISH COUNCIL NEVS ...,

At the Annual Meeting of the Parish
Council, Dr. Robin Studd was re-elected
as Chairman and Mr. Harry Jones as Vice-
Chairman. Mrs. Capper and

Mrs. Drakakis-Smith were elected to be
the Parish Council representatives for
the Keele Charities.

Drainage

The Parish Council was praised by a
parishioner for its efforts to stem the
great flow of water in the Parish.
Vhilst it may have been successful in
its efforts along Pepper Street, there
is still much to be mopped up elsewhere.

Bus Shelter

The County Council state that 33% may be
made towards the cost of a bus shelter.
However, in a recent letter from the
P.M.T. it was suggested that the route
via the University terminating at
Vhitmore Road may be changed. It is
possible that the service could be
extended to Madeley. After many years
of prevarication over the route, P.M.T.
is to be asked to make up its mind where

the likely route is to be. As for the
siting of the bus shelter ....(to be
continued).

Coal lorries

Heavy lorries have been sighted g
travelling along Pepper Street. Their
registration numbers were taken by an
observant parishioner and the Parish

Council is to forward them to the
Police. Coal lorries have also been
noted travelling along WVhitmore Road.
It was reported that Meeks lorries are
the worst offenders. The Manager of
Bateswood site is to be contacted.

The Parish Council is to go ahead to
create a turning space in Highway Lane
on land belonging to the Parish Council.

Parish Council Noticeboards

The Parish Clerk was asked to provide a
design for a new noticeboard outside the
village hall. Three quotes for its
construction are now being sought. It
was noted that conference organisers
were using Parish Council noticeboards
and obscuring notices for the Parish.

Litter

It was agreed that a Borough-wide litter
campaign was needed to clear up street
litter, to put a stop to off-street
dumping e.g. down country lanes etc. and
also to attempt to control dog fouling
in public places. A letter to this
effect was being sent to the Borough
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The Parish Council awarded £100 to the
Newcastle Play Council and £30 to the

Student Drama Society for its Edinburgh
Festival Trip.

Tea Qut

The Chairman and Parish Clerk had been
invited to meet the Mayor of Newcastle
and several Officers of the Council, as
part of the Mayor's plan to bring
Borough and Parish Councils closer
together. Not too close we hope!



"There'goes another. That's Quarry Bank
Road's 3rd this morning. Yee hal"

The Parish Council had asked the Borough
Council to repair the pot holes in
Quarry Bank Road. The road was patched
and surface dressed with tar and
chippings. However, those Parish
Councillors who had seen the work
undertaken had reported that it had been
so badly done, that it hardly seemed
worthwhile. The Parish Council is to
contact the Borough Council about it.

"But you promised faithfully you'd
deliver my parcels when reorganisation
took place."

The Clerk and Chairman of the Parish
Council had attended a meeting with

Mr. Croft, District Head Postmaster,

Mr. Vade, District Delivery Manager &
Mrs Golding, MP to discuss the findings
of the Post Office survey of the Parish.

363 questionnaires had been sent out and
60 replies had been received - 12 in
favour of a change and 48 against.
However, it had been decided that the
re-organisation of the local Post Ofice
is to go ahead as planned. Mr. Vade had
promised that no staff would lose their
jobs and the present deliverers could
stay on if they wished. They would be
deposited at 7.15 am each morning to
ensure an earlier delivery service. The
parcel service would be implemented and
the Post Office at Keele would be
compensated for the recent improvements
to the sorting office, which would now
be defunct. It was proposed to ask the
Keele Postmaster to retain the facility
to hold parcels, express letters etc.
which staff could not deliver. The Post
Office is to monitor the new service for
a year and parishioners are asked to do
the same. The new regime will start
from Monday, 10th July 1989. Mr. Harry
Jones passed around an envelope that had
been sent to a Highway Lane resident -
addressed to Keele, Staffs with post
code, which had been posted in Stoke—on-
Trent on 1st June. It arrived in
Bournemouth on 5th June. Nice one
Harry. Perhaps the Post Office should
include the sale of maps as part of its
reorganisation?

Illumination of the golf driving range,
now affectionately called the eye-sore,
will be up to 10 pm and not before 8 am
each day.

"Highway Lane be a bridle path so I
couldna care less if it be surfaced
or nay."






