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"If you won't play ball wi us we won't play ball wi youl"

Refuse

At its February meeting, Keele Parish Council agreed to object in the strongest terms to
the way that refuse is being collected at present in Keele. Refuse lorries are being
parked some distance away from houses resulting in trails of rubbish. Also the plastic
bags provided are not large enough to fit the dustbins. Bins at bus stops in the village
are also not being emptied and consequently they are overflowing most of the time and
rubbish is being redistributed around the village. Public spirited individuals have been
emptying the bins themselves to ease the situation.

The Parish Council is also objecting strongly to Newcastle Borough Council's proposal to
charge the University for refuse collection. In a letter to the Director of Housing and
Health, the Parish Council sought reassurances that this charge would not include
ratepayers from the Parish who live on the University campus, since University flat and
house tenants who pay domestic rates are usually entitled to a refuse collection service.
In response, the Borough Council pointed out that the litter collection in question would
be from the halls of residence, which following recent litigation has now been deemed to
be trade refuse for which a Council must make a charge. The separately rated domestic
premises will continue to receive a free collection.



It was pointed out at the Parish Council
meeting that if halls of residence were
charged for refuse collection - the sum,
quoted by the Borough Council was at
first £27,000 and then reduced to
£17,000, will be passed on to students in
the form of an extra levy. The Chairman
also stated that according to legal
advice which he had received, the Council
may make a charge and not must as stated
in the letter from the Borough Council.
Should this charge be insisted upon by
the Borough Council, Keele University
would be the only university in the
country apart from Hull (involved in the
litigation) to pay this charge and the
Borough Council the only other council in
the country to insist that it did.

The reason for this sudden insistence
upon a charge for refuse collection
should also be given. Is the Borough
Council so desperate for funds that it
needs to scour the statute books to
discover where it may raise extra cash?
In the 1985-86 Annual Report of the
Borough Council, it was noted that
Mayoral expenses for that year amounted
to £27,000 and members' and other
expenses amounted to £86,000.

Perhaps these are areas where economies
could be made by the Borough Council -
rather than making constituents pay for
essential services. Perhaps, too, it is
time that rate payers began to question
more closely where their rates are being
spent and to insist upon where this money

should be spent.

"Already a review of local authority
charges has been initiated. The Green
Paper proposed that the scope of services
for which Local Authorities charge should
be widened and existing controls on
charges be relaxed". (C.P.A,G. - A Tax on
all the people : The Poll Tax)

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS. ...

That Road

The County Council are being asked ways
to improve the visibility for entry and
exit to the University, since when the
road improvements associated with the
by-pass are effected, turning right to
Newcastle out of the main entrance could
be a problem. The improvement to the
A525 between Gateside Corner (a well
known accident black spot) and the main

entrance to the University had been
suggested by the County Council. This
would entail straightening the bend to
improve sight lines. Some of the playing
fields would have to be utilised. The
rebuilding of the university wall and the
resiting of the memorial plaque and trees
would be carefully monitored. The Parish
Council has asked for a copy of the plans
for the proposed 'A525 improvement scheme.
The County Surveyor had informed the
Council thatf1.29 million had been made
available for the work of the bypass and
A525 improvements at Keele. The extra
scheme would probably mean that work would
begin in January 1989 rather than Autumn
1988 as planned.

The Vall

The churchyard wall is nearing completion
and extends right around the churchyard.
It has definitely improved the look of the
church surrounds and joggers and
pedestrians can now use the pavement in
safety. Parishioners have been delighted
with the end product and Parish Councillors
are so pleased that they are hoping to
enter it for a civic award. Grateful
thanks to all who helped with the
rebuilding. It is hoped that the other
walls in the parish will receive similar
treatment.

"Buzz off.

Don't want my garden drawn.

Bohemians everywhere! "

The project to produce a tourist leaflet
for Keele is progressing apace. Artists
will be drawing/photographing in the
village/parish as soon as the weather
improves. Should you therefore see two
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people peering closely at your home don't re-tarmacing. An estimate has been
call the police until you have asked to received and the Parish Council are in the
see their letter of authority from the process of asking residents of Highway
Parish Council. Don't set your dogs on Lane, those having access or using the lane
them either! It is hoped that the to contribute towards the resurfacing. It
leaflets will be in circulation by June. was decided that the matter would be

discussed at the Parish Meeting.
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"Ee it's nice to have our seat back"

The wooden seat on the village green,
damaged after an accident, is to be
replaced by a new one by the Parish

Council.

Those Drains

The Borough Council had been informed >

that the new length of kerbing at Red "It'g Chris Harrison%‘dog - he's found a
Heath Plantation was ineffective and had way marker"

increased flooding problems. Some Dr. Chris Harrison had agreed to accompany
Councillors were of the opinion that the his dogs around the Parish to ensure that
land from which water was draining was all waymarkers were'in place along

the problem and that the landowner should footpaths and to ascertain that stray bulls
be approached about it. It was generally or padlocks were not in evidence along the
felt that those affected by the flooding public rights of way. He and his dogs will
and debris at Red Heath Plantation and at give a full report to the next Parish

the top of Pepper Street should consider Council meeting. An interpreter will be
asking for a rate rebate from the Borough provided. i
Council, until the matter had been sorted

aut: This Vay

"I'm so glad they're asking us to look at
pavements in Keele. They've never been
looked at, are in an appalling state, have.
been for years"

"We only asked for a small contribution
to re-tarmac Highway Lane"

The Borough Council is to ask the Staffs
It has been reported to the Parish County Council to look at the pavement from
Council that Highway Lane is in need of Highway Lane to Keele Farmhouse, with a






