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This months's special issue, as you can see, is green. Green because of the apparent
equivocal stand that central and local Government are taking with regard to the Green
Belt. For those who think the Green Belt is merely a karate award, however, read on.

At present, there are numerous Parishes and Borough Councils elsewhere who are fighting to
save the green belt - usually pieces of grassland protected against building of all but a
finely defined kind. The present Government has, in its inimitable way, begun to redefine
"green belt" to the extent that it has given the green light to developers and builders
who have been challenging refusals of planning permissions, and winning building appeals
to the extent that the prefix 'green' could well become a misnomer.

Usually on the outskirts of towns or in the midst of and surrounding attractive villages,
there is no doubt that green belt areas are desirable. Such land, if sold, would fetch
high prices for farmers and even higher prices for developers. Invariably conservation
areas nestle close by.

As a result Parish and local councils are in a quandary - they want limited building to
revitalise villages whose populations have become old. The housing stock already
established is expensive which deters young tamilies, so small developments of low-cost
housing would not be unwelcome. However, small developments ot low-cost housing would not
' be profitable for developers, so that whilst 10 such homes might solve the problem, 10
plus 40 other could well swamp the place. Is there a =molution?



A recent Government discussion paper on
village housing and new villages with a
view to expanding settlement in rural
areas, subject to certain criteria,
looks at this issue - but how sensibly?
Me. N. Ridley, it 15 claimed, is about
to circulate all local authorities in
March requesting them to take a
"positive, flexible approach" to rural
planning applications. 1t appears that
applications for building houses will be
rejected only if there are ‘gverriding
conservation arguments’'. As a result,
some local councils are revising their
structure plans to accommodate the
Government's wishes in the matter. For
example, the Newcastle-under-Lyme Local
Plan brief suggests that in 'up-dating’
its local structure plan, "provision be
made tor office parks in North Statfs
close to the connurbation. Alterations
may need to be made to the green belt to
accommodate both otfice parks and high
quality industrial sites .. provision
will have to be made for new roads,
re-use of agricultural iand, redundant
agricultural buildings A

Staffs' County Council however says, On
the one hand, "it is the County
Council's policy to maintain green
belts" S4(69) then in 372 - “Changes to
the Green Belt" continues with "in order
to meet the provisions and proposals ot
the Structure Plan, major redefinition
of the Green Belt Boundary will need to
be considered in Local Plans in the
following areas (a) in Newcastle
District & the City of Stoke-on-Trent
for up to 80 h.a. of otfice and high
quality industrial sites; then in 875
"Development within linear open spaces,
and associated walkways in the urban
areas ot the districts of Stoke and
Newcastle will not be permitted if it
would prejudice their intended function,
namely, to maintain the open character
of the area, and to link open spaces 1n
the urban areas with green wedges and
the open countryside, to provide
corridors for wildlite and to provide
recreation for the urban areas." 50
much for local councils being clear
about Green Belt land.

Keele Parish Council at its last meeting
felt that it would be impossible to
maintain the status of the Green Belt,
since it was likely that some
development would mean more planning
appeals by developers. The Parish

Council therefore unanimously agreed to
maintain the status of the Green Belt at
Keele. It was also telt that the tone
of the letter trom the Estate Agent,
(printed in part in the last KPN) in
reply to Newcastle Borough Council's
refusal to cooperate with a developer
was less than helpful.

The Parish Council will now,
say, await developments.

as they

PARTSH COUNCIL NEWS, .,

The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held
on 18th April at 7.00 pm in Keele
Village Hall. Parishioners may raise
any matter they wish and items for the
agenda can be handed to the Parish Clerk
up to 2% weeks betore the meeting.

Items to date are:- Keele Development,
the Mail Service and Councillor Brereton
is being invited to speak briefly on the
Poll Tax.

Lighting

It has been brought to the attention of
the Parish Council that lighting beyond
Knightscroft up to the Hawthorms is very
poor. The Borough Council is to be
asked to install adequate lighting.

This is especially important, as this
part of the road is used by students
returning to the Hawthorns, often late
at night. It was also noted that the
Varden's House at the Hawthorns is in
need of exterior decoration! No graffiti
please.

Vaymarking

The Chairman of the Parish Council met
with Keith Morris of the Newcastle &
Moorlands Countryside Project and
footpaths were walked. Mr. Morris
pointed out that at the junction of
Highway Lane and Honeywall Farm Lane
there was a pedestrian right ot way.
is hoped that liaison with a local
farmer will take place to negotiate the
realignment of the footpath which
presently runs diagonally across his
field. It might be possible for the
path to be realigned to run parallel
with the hedge. It was noted that a
fence had been wrongly erected and the
farmer would be asked to resite it.

Mr. Morris also queried if the route on
the right arm ot the divide at Dunge
wood could also be opened up. The
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waymarking will be carried out in April.
Ve're on our way! .

Kerbs

The setts along Whitmore Road are being
replaced with proper kerbstones by the
Borough Council.

I only asked for a bus shelter.

At the Parish Council's request the
Borough Council sent a design for a bus
shelter for the Whitmore Road site.
Formal approval is needed from the
Highway Authority to site the shelter.
However the Parish Council felt that the
design, which had a back but no sides,
would not be particularly useful. The
cost of the shelter would be £1240 and
rising!

" Thank Gawd they've found some
litter bins.

Litter bins have been installed opposite

the village hall and along the WVhitmore
Road. It appears that the litter bin
outside the post office has strayed. It
is hoped that there will be a
replacement in due course.

New kitchen units have been paid for and
they are about to be fitted, which will
complete the current update of the
village hall facilities. The Parochial
Church Council have donated £100 towards
the cost. :

The students at Hawthorns Hall have

apologised personally to the village
residents who have been disturbed by
noise recently.

The Parish N
The Parish News is to be entered in the
Village Venture Competition.

"Sisters the charm doth not seem to
work, the golf driving range is
gtill with us."

The Parish Council has strongly objected
to the recent application to floodlight
the eyesore which has appeared on the
Keele horizon - known to those who play
golf as a driving range.



It has been proposed that sorting of
mail will no longer take place at the
Keele Post Office, but at the main
sorting office. However, details of the
new proposals have not yet been
forwarded to the Parish Council, so as
yet the Parish Council has not been
given any facts concerning the 'new
system'. The Parish Council would not
like to see facilities at Keele Post
Office reduced. A visit to the Stoke
sorting office is arranged for Monday,-
13th March at 6.30 pm. Anyone
interested should contact either

Mrs. J. Jervis or the Parish Clerk if
they require a lift.

Madeley School Appeal
The Parish Council has donated £25C to

the Madeley High School Appeal. The
school orchestra has been selected to
play at various venues in Limoges, which
is an honour for the school. As many
Keele children play in the school
orchestra, the Parish Council thought it
appropriate to support such a venture.

Of course with the upgrading we're
attracting a different class of
customer altogether. Au revoir
to scruffy academics & students.

Allied Breweries is considering spending
a considerable sum of money to upgrade
the Sneyd Arms. It has been suggested
that to do this the brewery will be
demolishing the Tack Room and other
outbuildings. The Parish Council was
concerned about this and will be
monitoring the situation caretully.

As the Tack Room is considered to be of
historical importance, the Parish
Council is hoping to conserve this and
the outbuildings.

To France

For your information, here i85 a 14st of
the Keele Parish Councillors:

Dr. J.R. Studd (Chairman),

Mr. H. Jones (Vice Chairman),

Mr. C. Askey, Mrs. M. Capper,

Mr. H. Cartwright, Mrs. A. Drakakis-

: : Smith, Mrs. M. Evans, Dr. C.J. Harrison,
Use it or lose it! Mrs. J. Jervis, Mrs. S. Law and

Dr. J. Naylon.







