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We get the cream, you get the milk & he gets a headache.
Get the joke? :

Keele Parish Council held its Annual Meeting on Tuesday 18th April in the Village Hall.
There were 29 present - a good audience, it was later agreed.

The Chairman's report gave an overview of the year's work undertaken by the Parish
Council.

The issue of the bypass had top billing. Despite rumours to the contrary, the Chairman
has been assured by the County Council that the starting date will be late in 1989 -
earlier if the land acquisition is settled quickly. If not, then early 1990. ( A book as
to the actual starting date will be taken in due course.) That, not withstanding, the
County recognises its obligation to build the by-pass and it will go ahead. Land has
already been acquired at the back of Boggs Cottages to provide parking space for
residents' vehicles. The latest plan, however, did show a vehicular bridge across Quarry
Bank Road. The Parish Council understood that this was to be a pedestrian bridge, large
enough to take a pram only. The Parish Council will raise the matter with the County
Council immediately. :

An accident record of the A525 is still being kept by Dr. Naylon and all accidents should
be reported to him.

The other road matters reported on were the dangerously loose setts in Whitmore Road.
These are now to be replaced - as they become dislodged - by the Borough Council.



Drainage in Pepper Street has been a
long-standing agenda item throughout the
year, as has speeding in Pepper Street.
Both matters were investigated and the
Borough Council are carrying out a
drainage scheme at the South end ot
Pepper Street now. Other areas along
the road are also being investigated.
Police have investigated the speeding
problem.

A turning space in Highway Lane is being
investigated and legal procedures are
being followed. The Clinic Road is also
under scrutiny and its ownership is
being looked into.

Footpathe in the Parish have been
examined and the Newcastle & Moorlands
Countryside Project is to mark them all
properly in due course.

Under the heading of Amenities the
Chairman reported the following:-

That a Keele Parish Tourist leaflet had
been produced and had received
favourable comment. It was selling well
especially to conference goers and
holiday visitors to Keele. Greetings
cards and notelets had also been
produced. All were on sale in the Post
Office and Campus Bookshop. The
Chairman reaffirmed his partiality to
the colour pink. (was he referring to
his politics or to the Greetings cards?
A burning question to be asked in
questions afterwards)

The Village Hall had been extended over
the year to include indoor lavatories.
The kitchen had also been refurbished.
A generous grant had been received from
the Borough Council to carry out the
building work and an additional precept
had been raised to cover the cost -
£10,000 plus.

The Churchyard wall had been rebuilt and
was now proudly boasting two awards -
one from the Civic Society and the other
from the Council for the Protection of
Rural England. The awards are on
display in the church.

Bus shelters had been another long-
standing agenda item. It had now been
decided, eventually, to place a bus
shelter in Whitmore Road. A design had
been decided upon - rustic & wooden.
(not a description of Parish Council

nembers incidentally!)

The Parish News was still being produced
and the Chairman thanked everyone
involved especially the deliverers.

It was reported that rubbish dumping in
the Parish was still a nuisance,
especially along Two Mile Lane, in the
woods close to the motorway and in
Hollywood Lane. Parishioners were asked
to take numbers of vehicles found
dumping rubbish and to report the
incident either to the Police or to the
Parish Clerk.

Under planning matters, the Chairman
reported that despite the Parish
Council's strong objection, the building
of the Golf Driving Range by the Borough
Council had gone ahead. It was
generally agreed that the building was
an eyesore. It was also pointed out that
it had possibly been constructed too
close to the proposed by-pass. The
request for floodlighting, adding insult
to injury, was still under
consideration.

Keele village and parts of the Parish
had been designated a conservation area.
Once the by-pass has been built, various
areas of the parish will be looked at
e.g. the Var Memorial area, the Green,
the Yew Tree area, with a view to
improvement. . The Best Kept Village
competition was taking hold and Keele
had been entered again this year. There
would also be a Best Kept Garden
Competition. Details can be obtained
from either Venslie Naylon, Best Kept
Village Coordinator or from the Parish
Clerk. Footpaths in the Parish, it was
generally agreed, were a disgrace and it
was impossible for wheelchairs to be
pushed along those in the village.

The Trustees of the Keele Charities
presented their annual account to the
meeting. A letter from the Charities
Commission confirmed that the charities
could be increased by either gift or
bequest to increase the amount being
distributed by the trustees.

The Chairman was thanked for his report.
The Leader of the Borough Council,
Councillor M. Brereton was then invited
to address the meeting on the subject of
the Community Charge.




The meeting was informed of the
following: -

that the Parish Council's income would
be less than it is at present. If the
Parish Council wished to increase its
income to cover any major project in the
future, a further tax would have to be
levied by the Parish Council on the
parish. The Community Charge would be
levied on every individual over the age
of 18. Councillor Brereton suggested
that the rate for Newcastle would be in
the region of £300+ per head - to cover
the cost of implementing the scheme
which he said had been in the region of
£1 million. The Government had awarded
the Borough Council £124,000 towards the
cost of implementing the scheme. The
cost of installing and hiring computer
systems to operate the scheme was in the
region of £700,000 (per annum) and a new
wing had had to be constructed
(£500,000) onto the Borough Council
offices to house them and the 40 extra
staff who had also to be employed.

The Charge can be paid by direct debit,
in full or by instalments (10 in all).
Every individual will be billed
separately. There will be concessions
for students and for those receiving
family credit etc. Not to pay will be a
criminal offence. The estimated
percentage who will avoid paying will be
covered by an increase charge in the
annual charge to those who do. For
those not permanently resident in any
area, a daily levy is being
contemplated.

For those who refuse to pay, powers have
been given to employers and banks and
building societies to freeze assets
until the Community Charge has been paid
in full. No appeal procedures are
envisaged.

The rate levied from commercial
properties has not yet been set but this
will be paid directly to the Government,
who will then redistribute a proportion
of it to County Councils to disburse.

The final charge to individuals would be
based on the rate fixed by the Local
Council + cost of inflation + cost of
administration. Councillor Brereton
estimated that the cost to bill each
individual once would be about £5.
was asked if there was any way that
administration could be streamlined to

He

lower the cost. He thought not.

The overall impression given was that
the Borough Council was helpless and
that protest was hopeless.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS ...,

"In its new tourist leaflet Keele can be
advertised as the Venice of Staffordshire"

It was reported that water was flowing
again in Keele in Church Drive onto the
A525 and outside Miss Bedson's cottage.
The pool (where a horse once drowned, we
were reliably informed) near the golf
course also seemed higher than usual and
looked as if it could flood the A525.
The Borough Council were being informed
and the situation was being monitored.






